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College Receives Funding for Interlnstitutional Food Animal Consortium Plan
Inside this Issue
BY T A N IA  B A N A K
Swine production medicine will be the University of Illi­
nois College ofVeterinary Medi­
cine’s focus under the new 
Consortium for Food Animal Pro­
duction Medicine proposal 
funded by The Pew Charitable 
Trusts. Following a year of in­
tensive strategic planning at 
veterinary schools nationwide,
68 proposals were submitted to 
the Pew National Veterinary Edu­
cation Program. Nine of those 
proposals were funded.
The proposal submitted by 
Illinois in conjunction with the 
University of Califomia-Davis, 
University of Florida, Kansas 
State University, Michigan State 
University, the University of 
Minnesota, and the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, received a 
$750,000 grant for 1990-1993. Illi­
nois is the lead institution on the 
project and has been designated to 
oversee the grant and subcontract 
with the participating universities 
to fund their respective programs.
According to Dr. H. Fred Troutt, 
head of veterinary clinical medicine 
at Illinois and the principal investi­
gator on the grant and chair of the 
Consortium, these institutions 
agreed to cooperate because they 
recognized that food animal pro­
duction is evolving into closer inte­
gration with industry. Food safety, 
the quality of the environment, and 
animal welfare are all new issues 
which are facing the industry. Vet­
erinary medicine must be prepared 
to address these issues.
Each of the schools has strengths 
in some aspect of food animal pro­
duction medicine. By developing 
these strengths further and then 
sharing resources, all seven insti­
tutions can benefit from each other’s 
expertise.
Modem food animal agriculture 
demands that the veterinarian not 
only have the traditional capability 
of health maintenance and disease 
treatment, but that he/she be in­
creasingly competent in computer 
usage, environmental maintenance, 
epidemiology, food safety, and in­
formation management. In keeping 
with the trend toward intensified 
and large animal production units, 
veterinary practitioners have be­
come more specialized in their spe­
cies focus and delivery of veterinary 
services.
Because of this trend, many vet­
erinary colleges are finding it in­
creasingly difficult to provide their 
veterinary and graduate students 
with in-depth clinical exposure to 
all food animal species. Through 
the development of shared pro­
grams, as proposed by the Consor­
tium, this difficulty will be allevi­
ated by making the most efficient 
use of available resources.
“We needed a mechanism to
Drs. B ill Hall (left) and David Bane (right) evaluate some swine during a farm visit. Drs. Bane and Hall are the college’s primary swine production medicine instructors.
provide the contemporary food ani­
mal industry with improved respon­
siveness to their changing needs,” 
says Dr. Troutt. “Establishing ex­
cellence in an area requires re­
sources, and resources have be­
come scarce. So these sev en schools 
decided to share resources and 
elevate the possibilities for all con­
cerned.”
The Food Animal Production 
Medicine Consortium provided a 
formal vehicle for cooperation. The 
first step called for each member 
institution to develop a species- 
specific program of emphasis and
|F excellence in food animal pro­
duction medicine, (s e e b e lo w ) 
Further details include coor­
dinating the fourth-year curricu­
lum among member schools so 
that students can readily spend 
3- to 6-week blocks of time study­
ing a specific area of food animal 
medicine at another member in­
stitution.
Faculty will make short visits 
to interested institutions to share 
their expertise with colleagues 
and/or students. Further shar­
ing will take place via joint re­
search projects and participa­
tion in seminars, workshops, and 
academic meetings. These in- 
terinstitutional activities are 
planned to stimulate exchange 
of ideas, concepts and skills 
which can strengthen the indi­
vidual programs. Faculty in col­
leges of agriculture will be included 
in the program through faculty 
incentive grants which encourage 
them to develop instructional ma­
terials and assist in educational 
programs.
Dr. Troutt notes that the coop­
eration among members of the 
Consortium will foster the develop­
ment of food animal production 
medicine programs which will serve 
as a national education and re­
search resource. The Consortium 
will weave varied disciplines, in­
cluding animal science, agricultural 
economics, business, and engineer­
ing, into a network of strength that 
can address the ever-changing 
concerns of modem food animal 
production. ■ (c o m p a n io n  s to r y , p a g e  6)
FA PMC specific programs of emphasis
University of California-Davislarge herd, semi-arid dairy production medicine
University of Floridalarge herd, semi-tropical dairy production medicine and semi-tropical beef cattle production medicine
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaignswine production medicine (see companion story on page 6)
Kansas State University in cooperation with University of Nebraska-Lincolnbeef cattle production medicine
Michigan State Universitysmall-to-medium herd size dairy production medicine
University of Minnesotadata processing expertise
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Dean’s Corner
BY DR. TED V A L L I
NETWORKING. It is now al­
most exactly a month since I 
stepped into the large shoes 
of Drs. Richard Dierks and 
Robert Twardock who have 
preceded me in the Dean’s 
office in the College of Veteri­
nary Medicine. Carroll and I 
arrived in Champaign on 
December 22, which you will 
recall was a bitterly cold time 
to be moving. Although our 
most recent move was from 
Guelph, Ontario, we are both 
natives of southern Alberta 
and no stranger to a winter 
on the prairie.
I would characterize my 
first few days in the role of
Dean of the College of Veteri- -------------------------------
nary Medicine at the Univer­
sity of Illinois in terms of orientation, consolidation, 
planning, and development. Deans Dierks and Twar­
dock left me with a tremendous legacy of printed mate­
rial for “immediate attention”. After absorbing these 
briefing documents, I began the process of consolidation 
based on the very extensive planning process which the 
college completed in the past year, culminating in a 
retreat to review the conclusions of its strategic planning 
committees. We are now in the process of developing 
these strategic plans into an action document or five- 
year plan for realization of the goals already established. 
With these procedures begun, we are now preparing 
proposals for renewed and continued development and 
growth within the college.
I believe “networking” is an appropriate title for this 
edition of the “Dean’s Comer” since a major part of my 
time in these first few weeks has been involved in 
meeting people virtually across the state and across the 
nation. We have become happily settled in Champaign, 
and I can now find my way back and forth to work and 
around campus with only a minimum of extra time re­
quired for getting lost and map reading. We have adapted 
quickly to the excitement of Big Ten basketball, and I 
have become accustomed to literally dozens of new 
acronyms.
It is appropriate that I thank a number of people for 
assisting with my orientation to this office. Specifically, 
Drs. Dierks and Twardock have been extremely gentle­
manly and helpful, and more than that. Bob and Mary 
Twardock have become valued friends. All of the staff in 
the Dean’s office have been extremely helpful, but Dee 
Bergman and Shirley Seets have borne the brunt of the 
transition in becoming accustomed to yet another unin­
telligible attempt at handwriting. Finally, but not least, 
Terry Rathgeber and Dr. Erwin Small have been particu­
larly helpful as have the associate deans and heads of 
departments.
I have particularly enjoyed a relatively solid parade of 
college faculty who have visited my office and told me of 
their various teaching and research programs. It has 
been extremely stimulating for me to learn of their 
various projects, and I hope my sincere enthusiasm for 
their various programs has been apparent to the faculty
I admit to being extremely 
impressed with the vigor 
of the soil, the people, 
and the produce 
of the state of Illinois.
as a whole. I am attempting 
to establish a regular atten­
dance at a spectrum of clini­
cal rounds in order to keep in 
contact with the “ground 
floor” in our various disci­
plines in clinical medicine.
The students have shown 
me their exercise area and 
indicated their apprehen­
sions over the siting of the 
equipment as the shell space 
in the Basic Sciences Build­
ing is further developed. They 
have also sold me pages in a 
yearbook plus other tickets 
of which the specific value 
has yet to be determined.
In terms of orientation to
_______________________  the Colleges of Veterinary
Medicine, I attended a 
“Dean’s Retreat” in Florida and had the opportunity to 
meet with 29 of the 31 deans from the other colleges in 
Canada and the United States, many of whom are old 
friends. I have been privileged to attend the meeting of 
the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association in January 
and the Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association 
meeting most recently in Springfield. I am extremely im­
pressed by the support and interest shown by the 
practicing profession in the programs and development 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine, and I want to 
thank particularly Drs. Warren Anderson, Wayne Rehn, 
and Bob McKinney for their hospitality and patience.
I feel that it is appropriate for the Dean to personally 
thank those who have supported the College through 
the Memorial and Achievement Funds. In sending these 
“thank-yous”, one learns that our supporters are not 
only nationwide but very faithful and generous. To those 
of you who have written, thanks again and to those of 
you who have not I am anxious to have the opportunity 
to thank even more supporters!
Having interviewed for the position of Dean last sum­
mer, I was able to determine that Illinois was like 
Alberta, relatively flat, and unlike that latter area, rela­
tively covered with com. At the recent meeting of the 
Illinois Pork Producers in Peoria, I was able to determine 
where a great deal of that com is utilized. I admit to being 
extremely impressed with the vigor of the soil, the 
people, and the produce of the state of Illinois. Finally, 
I have had the opportunity to meet some of the profes­
sionals from the state diagnostic laboratories and key 
officers in the Department of Agriculture. Closer to 
home, I am getting to know the deans of the other col­
leges on campus and have started with the areas close 
to our own interests in the Colleges of Agriculture and 
Medicine. I have had complete support and cooperation 
from the department heads in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine as well as from the members of the Executive 
and Administrative Committees. I thank all of them for 
their support. As Dr. Twardock noted in his last com­
ment in the “Dean’s Comer”, the college has a bright 
future, and I am proud to have joined this fine college 
and to contribute to that process. ■
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April 7, 1990
Veterinary Medicine Open House 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
College of Veterinary Medicine 
University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign
June 6-7, 1990
Veterinary Swine 
Consultants Workshop 
Urbana, Illinois 
Contact Dr. LeRoy Biehl 
(217) 333-2907
July 24, 1990
AVMA Illinois Alumni Reception 
6:30 p.m., Rooms 13 & 14 of the 
Marriott Rivercenter Hotel,
San Antonio, Texas
September 15, 1990
Dean's Club Tent Party 
Football foe is Colorado 
Contact Dr. Erwin Small or 
Terry Rathgeber for further 
information. (217) 333-5545
October 11-12, 1990
Annual Fall Conference 
fo r Veterinarians 
Urbana, Illinois 
A block of tickets has been 
reserved for the Saturday, 
October 13th football game with 
Purdue. Make your hotel 
reservations now!
Environment is Helped by New Recycled Paper
BEGINNING WITH THIS ISSUE, Vet­
erinary Report is being printed on 
recycled paper. Environmentally 
aware readers will be pleased to 
note the change.
Solid waste disposal has become 
a common problem nationwide. We 
have only so much room to dispose 
of our wastes, yet we keep produc­
ing more trash. One solution is to 
recycle our wastes rather than dis­
posing of them. But recycled goods 
must then be used so that there is 
a market for recycling.
That’s what the college is trying 
to promote by making this change. 
By using recycled paper, we’re help­
ing to complete the recycling loop. 
And you, the reader, can feel better 
about our product as well. ■
New Bull Stall Provides Safety
TREATING A 2,500-POUND bull can 
be a difficult, and sometimes, dan­
gerous task, especially when he’s in 
unfamiliar surroundings and not 
feeling too well. But, providing 
medical care to bulls brought to the 
UI College of Veterinary Medicine’s 
Large Animal Clinic will now be safer 
and easier for both the bull and the 
handler thanks to a newly-installed 
bull restraint area.
The approximately $11,000 proj­
ect was completed in mid-Decem­
ber. Located in the northwest food 
animal ward, the large, reinforced 
stall is equipped with a wide sliding 
door, padded floor, and an extra- 
tall, self-catching headgate.
The stall also contains a swinging 
gate. The gate can swing across the 
width of the stall: easily maneuver­
ing the bull against the wall and into 
the headgate. This forms a chute- 
type setup and allows clinicians to 
safely work on the bull.
Previously, bulls brought into the 
clinic were treated in their stalls or 
moved through a series of walkways 
to a squeeze chute located in the 
center of the food animal ward, 
explains Dr. Howard Whitmore, chief 
of food animal medicine and sur­
gery-
However, according to Dr. Whit­
more, the process of moving the 
bulls to the treatment area two or 
three times a day was very time 
consuming and dangerous, espe­
cially with the harder-to-handle 
bulls.
“Bulls can become aggressive at 
any time,” warns Dr. Whitmore. “If 
proper precautions aren’t taken, this 
aggressiveness can result in serious 
injuries to the bull or the person 
administering the medical care.”
He continues, ‘The new bull re­
straint area was designed to hold 
the harder-to-handle bulls or bulls 
requiring extensive medical atten­
tion.”
Although it is still important to be 
cautious when handling any bull, 
the new bull restraint area designed 
with the help of Drs. Whitmore, Dale 
Nelson and Gordon Petersen, should 
reduce the chance of a serious situ­
ation occurring, while providing the 
best in food animal health care. ■
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New Faculty Welcomed Aboard
Dr. Mark D. Chambers began a 
position as assistant professor of 
nuclear medicine on January 1, 
1990. He had just earned his PhD 
in veterinary physiology from Texas 
A&M University, College Station, 
Texas. Dr. Chambers received his 
DVM from Kansas State University, 
Manhattan in 1985.
At Texas, Dr. Chambers worked 
with a new bone tumor therapeutic 
agent, which involves using nu­
clear medicine techniques to local­
ize the agent where it would do the 
patient the most good.
Osteosarcomas, a type of bone 
tumor, are common in dogs. The 
condition is extremely painful. One 
of Dr. Chambers’ long-term goals is 
to combine the therapeutic bone 
tumor agent he has been studying 
with other forms of chemotherapy 
in an effort to enhance its effects. 
The ultimate goal is to eradicate the 
tumors, but even an alleviation of 
pain would be beneficial.
The dog may also prove to be a 
good model for bone tumors that 
occur in humans, which would 
mean that people with bone tumors 
could benefit from Dr. Chambers’ 
work as well.
Dr. Chambers’ experience with 
small animal nuclear medicine at 
Texas will also permit him to ex­
pand the small animal nuclear 
medicine caseload at the University 
of Illinois. Liver scans, kidney func­
tion, brain scans, and disease evalu­
ations can all be readily performed
with the equipment available at the 
college.
Dr. Roberto Docampo joined the 
veterinary pathobiology staff as an 
associate professor on January 1, 
1990. He adds to the department’s 
microbiology and immunology staff.
Dr. Docampo is especially inter­
ested in preventing the transmis­
sion of Chagas’ disease, which pro­
duces heart failure in humans and 
damages the bowel. The disease, 
caused by a parasite, is spread by 
blood transfusions as well as by 
insects. Chagas’ disease is most 
prevalent in Central and South 
America, but with the numerous 
Central and South Americans im­
migrating to the U.S., the disease 
could start affecting blood banks in 
this country.
Dr. Docampo plans to study cal­
cium metabolism in Trypanosoma 
cruzi, the parasite which causes 
Chagas’ disease, to characterize 
certain enzymes in its system. As he 
learns more about the parasite, he 
will be studying the mode of action 
of drugs used to prevent the blood 
transmission of Chagas’ disease.
Using similar techniques, he will 
also study the intermediate metabo­
lism of Tritrichonomas foetus, a 
parasite which produces trichomo­
niasis, a venereal disease in cattle.
Dr. Docampo served as a visiting 
professor at the Laboratory of Mo­
lecular Parasitology, The Rockefeller
Electron Microscopy Services Are Enhanced
FACULTY AT the University of Illi­
nois College of Veterinary Medicine 
at Urbana have access to both 
scanning and transmission forms 
of electron microscopy via the col­
lege’s Electron Microscopy (EM) 
Suite.
This January, the suite’s scan­
ning microscope was improved so 
that it would produce even sharper 
images than what had been avail­
able. That’s when a specialized 
Lanthanium Hexaboride (LaBg) 
crystal was installed. Called the 
“Lab-6” for short, the crystal per­
mits much better resolution of 
images than the tungsten filament 
the college had been using.
With the capability of enlarging 
an image up to 300,000 times, 
researchers have access to a mini­
ature world of surprising complex­
ity and beauty. The scanning elec­
tron microscope (SEM) provides 3- 
dimensional images of subject sur­
faces. The improved resolution 
makes the images even more vivid.
The transmission electron micro­
scope (TEM) magnifies cross-sec­
tions of specimens after they’ve been 
preserved, embedded in epoxy, and 
sliced. Both TEM and SEM tech­
niques allow examination of details 
that are impossible to detect via 
ordinary means.
Electron microscopes work by
directing a beam of electrons at a 
subject. When the electrons bounce 
back off the subject, they are picked 
up by a detector and the signal is 
transmitted to a viewing screen, 
much like a television screen. The 
microscope’s operator can then 
adjust the image, moving from one 
area of the subject to another or 
bringing the subject closer or fur­
ther away. When the desired view is 
in place and focused, photographic 
shots of the image can be made.
Specimens require special prepa­
ration for electron microscopy. They 
must be “fixed” or preserved so they 
won’t change, and they must be 
dehydrated. SEM samples are 
coated with carbon. TEM samples 
must be encased in plastic so they 
can be sectioned, or sliced, to the 
appropriate viewing thickness (60 
to 90 nanometers).
Because TEM uses such high 
magnification, the subjects must 
first be sectioned in thicker slices 
and viewed under a regular-light 
microscope to identify the area 
which should be scanned. “Once 
the field is narrowed down, the 
unnecessary portions are cut away 
and the specimen is prepared for 
thinner sectioning,” says Lou Ann 
Miller, electron microscopy tech­
nologist at the college.
Researchers at the college can be
The proboscis of a tick is foreboding when viewed under a scanning microscope.
individually trained to use the 
microscopes for their own viewing. 
However, many researchers rely on 
personnel in the EM Suite to per­
form all of their EM procedures for 
them.
In the future, immunogold label­
ing will be available to further 
enhance electron microscopy capa­
bilities. With this system, antibod­
ies can be “labeled” with gold tags. 
As the antibodies bond with the 
portion of the specific substance 
the researcher is looking for, they 
help “flag” the substance because 
the gold is readily visible. This tech­
nique can be used to distinguish a 
unique component of a specimen 
which one wants to research. ■
University, prior to accepting the 
position at the University of Illinois. 
From 1982 to 1986, he was a visit­
ing scientist at the Laboratory of 
Molecular Biophysics, National 
Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences, Research Triangle Park, 
North Carolina.
He has an MD degree from the 
University of Buenos Aires (1972), a 
PhD degree in microbiology from 
the School of Medicine at the Fed­
eral University of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil (1977), and a PhD degree in 
biochemistry from the School of 
Medicine at the University of Bue­
nos Aires, Argentina (1979).
❖
Fresh from a research associateship 
in the Department of Microbiology 
at Vanderbilt University School of 
Medicine, Nashville, Tennessee, Dr. 
Federico Zuckermann joined the 
college’s veterinary pathobiology 
staff on November 1, 1989. He had 
earned a PhD degree in immunol­
ogy from the Southwestern Gradu­
ate School of Biomedical Sciences 
at the University of Texas South­
western Medical Center at Dallas in 
1986. He earned his veterinary de­
gree from the University of Mexico 
in 1979.
In keeping with the college’s new 
emphasis on swine production 
medicine, Dr. Zuckermann plans to 
study the pig’s immune system re­
sponse to infectious agents, espe­
cially viruses. He is concentrating 
on the pseudorabies virus (PRV), 
trying to determine the importance 
of specific viral antigens in the pig’s 
immune response to this virus. His 
first step is to establish assays to 
study the immune response to pre­
dominant viral antigens.
Once this has been accomplished, 
Dr. Zuckermann wants to look at 
the association between the im­
mune response to predominant viral 
antigens and the swine major his­
tocompatibility complex antigens. 
This knowledge would facilitate the 
identification of favorable and un­
favorable genotypes which may form 
the basis for selection of animals 
resistant to disease, in this case 
PRV. ■
Mark Chambers Roberto Docampo Federico Zuckermann
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Canine Eye Research May Lead to Improved Blood Clot Treatment
BY K IM B E R L Y  M EE N E N
WHEN A BLOOD or fibrin clot forms in a dog’s eye following surgery or severe trauma, it can be painful and lead to serious complications such 
as glaucoma or blindness. However, a treatment which has successfully dis­
solved blood clots from the human eye will soon be studied by veterinary oph­
thalmologists at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Urbana to determine if it can be used in the canine eye.
The project, which received complete funding through a $ 12,000 research 
grant from the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), is sched­
uled to begin in March.
According to the project’s primary investigator, Dr. Paul Gerding, assistant 
professor of veterinary clinical medicine, currently there are no effective 
methods of physically removing a blood or fibrin clot from a dog’s eye once 
it has formed.
“Standard management for a dog with a blood or fibrin clot is to apply 
topical anti-inflammatory therapeutics to the eye,” he says. ‘This helps to 
reduce intraocular inflammation, but the response to treatment may take 
several days and vision loss may occur.”
The new research will focus on a clot-disintegrating agent known as 
human tissue-type plasminogen activator (tPA) which will be injected di­
rectly into the anterior chamber of the eye. The tPA is produced from a cloned 
human tPA gene. When tPA is injected into the eye, its specific enzymatic 
activity begins to lyse or break up the clot, explains Dr. Gerding.
Recent studies on humans with intraocular inflammation, who did not 
improve with standard methods of treatment, showed that when tPA was
Dr. Paul Gerding performs an ophthalmic exam on a collie.
injected into the eye, the clot cleared 
within three hours. As of yet, says Dr.
Gerding, tPA is only approved for use 
in humans for treatment of myocar­
dial infarction and experimentally in 
specific cases of intraocular inflam­
mation in humans. However, due to 
the similarity between the human eye 
and the canine eye, it is possible that 
tPA will demonstrate similar results in 
dogs.
“If we can prove that tPA cam safely dissolve a clot from a dog’s eye as 
quickly as it can in a human eye, it would represent a major breakthrough 
for treatment of canine intraocular inflammation,” says Dr. Gerding.
Assisting Dr. Gerding as co-investigators on the project will be Drs. Lloyd 
Helper and Ben Johnson. Depending on the findings, Dr. Gerding hopes to 
develop a long-term study in approved clinic cases.
Dr. Gerding is confident that the findings will be successful. “Intracameral 
tPA may finally provide veterinary ophthalmologists with a safe and effective 
treatment to quickly dissolve fibrin clots from a dog’s eye,” he concludes. “In 
addition, it could prevent further painful complications such as glaucoma.”
And what will happen to the dogs involved in the study? Dr. Gerding says 
that the dogs will experience little, if any, discomfort during the study and 
will be released at its conclusion. ■
Alumni Notes
■  Dr. Robert L. Hatch, 1967, 
Phoenix, Arizona, was recently 
named 1989 Veterinarian of the 
Year by the Arizona Veterinary 
Medical Association. He was 
selected for this award on the 
basis of his participation in the 
Arizona Veterinary Medical 
Association, his strong leadership 
abilities and numerous contribu­
tions to the field of veterinary 
medicine.
■ Dr. Paul Hess, 1970, was the 
only remaining veterinarian on 
the island of St. Croix in the 
Virgin Islands during Hurricane 
Hugo’s aftermath in September.
He provided free veterinary care 
to animals during the confusion 
resulting from massive destruc­
tion.
■ Dr. Stephen Fisher, 1974, 
recently opened a second small 
animal veterinary clinic. The new 
Naper-Ridge Animal Clinic, 
located near Naperville and 
Woodridge, 111. is a division of Dr. 
Fisher’s original Bolingbrook 
Animal Hospital in Bolingbrook,
111. Part of Dr. Fisher’s Naper- 
Ridge staff includes fellow Illini 
Dr. Jordan Siegel, 1985.
■  Dr. Joseph H. Ritter, 1974, 
was named general manager for 
the Asian region and North 
American export activities for 
Pitman-Moore, Inc. He is based in 
Mundelein, 111.
■ Dr. David M. Lane, 1975, 
Carbondale, 111., has had an 
interest in practice management 
for a number of years and has 
authored several articles on the 
subject for Veterinary Economics 
and other journals. He was 
recently added to the Veterinary 
Economics editorial staff and is 
responsible for editing and writing 
the “Practice Management 
Question and Answer” segment of 
their magazine.
■ Dr. Stan Carlin, 1982, has 
established an Animal Blood
Bank in Vacaville, California to 
provide veterinarians with access 
to units of canine and feline 
whole blood, fresh frozen plasma, 
and red blood cells. Blood donors 
have been tested for blood-borne 
diseases and have been blood 
typed. Delivery is available on a 
routine, priority or “stat” basis 
nationwide. Interested veterinari­
ans are urged to call 916/678- 
3009 for further information.
■ Dr. Marian Rippy, 1982, took 
the Anatomic Pathology Boards in 
September 1989, passed, and is 
now a Diplomate of the American 
College of Veterinary Pathobiolo- 
gists. Dr. Rippy is working for the 
U.S. Army Medical Research 
Institute for Infectious Diseases 
at Fort Detrich, Maryland.
■ Dr. Mike Biehl, 1983, joined 
the Department of Drug Safety 
Evaluation at Pfizer Central 
Research in Groton, Connecticut. 
He recently completed his PhD in 
veterinary toxicology at the 
University of Illinois.
■  Dr. Susan Onzick Mitchell,
1985, joined the staff of 
Arboretum View Animal Hospital, 
Downers Grove, Illinois last 
August.
In Memoriam
■  Helen Levine, wife of Dr. 
Norman D. Levine, professor 
emeritus, died on November 27, 
1989. She was 80 years old. She 
and Dr. Levine were married on 
March 2, 1934, at Oakland, 
California.
■ Dr. Monte R. Musgrove,
1972, died on December 31, 1989 
at his home. Memorials may be 
made to the Ronald McDonald 
House, Indianapolis, Indiana. Dr. 
Musgrove was an Olney, 111. native 
and operated Musgrove Animal 
Clinic in Olney since 1972. He
was an active member of the 
American Quarterhorse Associa­
tion, having served as its director 
and as chairman of the Interna­
tional Show Committee. He was 
the current president of the 
Illinois Quarterhorse Association 
and also served on the Illinois 
Horse Council, as well as the 
board of directors for the Olney 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Olney Savings and Loam. 
Surviving Eire his wife, Sally 
Musgrove, and two daughters, 
plus a brother and his parents.
■  Dr. Calvin BartheU, 1961, of 
German Vailley, 111. died on 
January 5, 1990 in Kankakee, of
complications following an 
accident. He was self-employed as 
a veterinarian for 28 years. His 
wife, Cristina, survives, as do five 
sons, his mother, six brothers, 
and four sisters. A memorial fund 
has been established in his name.
■  Alice Pickard, 71, wife of Dr. J. 
Ronald Pickard, professor emeri­
tus, died at home on January 23, 
1990. She and Dr. Pickard were 
married on October 11, 1941 at 
Springfield, 111. Dr. Pickard, a 
brother, a son and two daughters 
survive. Memorials may be made 
to the St. Joseph United Method­
ist Women or the Alice Pickard 
Annual Missions Award fund.
An Alumnus Reflects on Homecoming Weekend
BY R IC H A R D  B. F IN K , DVM
Editor’s Note: Dr. Richard B. Fink (1952) and his wife, Yvonne, were 
invited back to campus as honored guests of the UI Alumni Association 
last October. He was one o f six individuals honored by the campus in this 
way and is the first Illinois veterinary graduate to participate in the Illini 
Comeback program.
THE 1989 HOMECOMING WEEKEND was the most remarkable event of my vet­
erinary career. From Thursday afternoon when my wife and I were met at the 
airport by two outstanding students until Sunday afternoon when they put us 
back on the plane, we were kept busy. Dinner with the Vice-Chancellor...meetings 
with veterinary students...a reception at the College of Veterinary Medicine 
(where I had the opportunity to speak to all the veterinary students at a special 
assembly)...all were part of this three-day adventure. In addition, the Alumni 
Association sponsored a lovely luncheon at the Beckman Institute. That eve­
ning we rode in the lead car, an open convertible, in the Homecoming Parade 
and, of course, Saturday was the football game: viewed from the Chancellor’s 
box. The climax of the weekend was dinner with four other “Comeback Alumni” 
recipients and the students who so ably orchestrated the homecoming week­
end.
In spite of all the planned events, Yvonne and I found time for a little nostal­
gia as we reminisced, covering the places we shared in the earlier years of our 
marriage at the University of Illinois.
Two learned facts: the students today are an outstanding group of people 
and will be a credit to the U of I, and secondly, I am sure veterinarians from the 
College of Veterinary Medicine will be invited back to this party: don’t miss it!
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Increasing Popularity of Animal Poison Hotline Prompts New Toll-Free Number
BY K IM B E R L Y  M E E N E N
Illinois 
Animal 
Poison 
Information 
Center
University 
of Illinois
Last year, the Illinois Animal Poison Information Center, or LAPIC, handled over 26,000 calls 
from animal owners and veterinari­
ans seeking assistance with live­
stock and pet poisoning or residue 
problems. In response to the hot­
line’s growing popularity, LAPIC 
started off the new decade with a 
new toll-free phone number (1-800- 
548-2423) to better manage the in­
creasing volume of calls.
The 24-hour hotline service, lo­
cated on the first floor of the Veteri­
nary Medicine Basic Sciences Build­
ing at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana, was the first of its kind in 
the United States. LAPIC’s team of 
toxicology experts answer questions 
about possible toxicoses, help iden­
tify poisonous agents, and help vet­
erinarians intervene quickly in cases 
of exposed animals.
LAPIC also spurred the recent or­
ganization of NAPINet, the National 
Animal Poison Information Network. 
The network will 
consist of up to 10 
regional animal 
poison information 
centers which deal with specific 
poisoning or residue problems na­
tive to their part of the country.
Currently, the University of Geor­
gia and University of Illinois are 
designated as information centers.
Since IAPIC’s establishment in 
1978 by Dr. William Buck, director 
of toxicology, the hotline’s popular­
ity has greatly increased. Conse­
quently, the task of handling such 
a large influx of calls has become 
quite a challenge.
As a result, LAPIC installed the 
new toll-free phone number in Janu­
ary. The toll-free line is open 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. It is 
available to anyone in the U.S., 
Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands at 
a minimal charge for the advice.
While the call is toll-free, the caller 
will now be charged for the phone 
consultation. A fee of $25.00 will be 
charged per case, regardless of the 
number of calls made by the owner 
or veterinarian, via the caller’s credit 
card. In special circumstances, 
animal hospitals and emergency 
clinics can be in­
voiced $25.00 for 
the service, but a 
$5.00 processing 
fee will be added.
V eter in a r ian s  
and animal hos­
pitals or clinics 
who currently 
subscribe to the 
service as members will not be 
charged.
According to LAPIC director of 
operations, Dr. Harold Trammel, 
before a call will be accepted, the 
caller will be asked for a valid Visa/ 
MasterCard number. If the caller is 
from a veterinary hospital or clinic 
that does not have a Visa/Master- 
Card number, he or she will be 
asked for their social security 
number or the clinic’s federal em­
ployer identification number.
LAPIC hopes the toll-free number 
will allow hotline toxicologists and 
technicians to devote the amount of 
time needed to provide quality serv­
ice to each caller, without jamming 
up the college’s phone lines.
‘The hotline was originally in­
tended only for Illinois,” says Dr. 
Trammel. “But the calls came from 
all over, probably because of Dr. 
Buck’s well-known reputation as a 
veterinary toxicologist, and because 
around-the-clock, quality service 
was provided by our staff of trained 
toxicologists.” He says the center 
has received calls from as far away 
as Mexico, Canada, and Switzer­
land. 'S.
According to Dr. Trammel, the 
average call takes about 15 min­
utes, with more serious cases re­
quiring several calls. When the in­
creased number of calls became too 
much for the center to handle alone, 
the idea of establishing a network of
regional centers was developed. 
That’s when NAPINet evolved.
Currently, Dr. Buck says about 
half of LAPIC’s calls come from ani­
mal owners and half from veteri­
narians or veterinary technicians. 
A typical call to the center might 
involve an owner who suspects that 
a poisoning may have taken place 
because of an open package or other 
evidence of animal exposure.
A veterinarian may also call LA­
PIC to review a poisoning incident
yt,00-548-24^
New IAPIC toll-free Hotline
and consult with an experienced 
toxicologist on a treatment plan. 
That makes the center an educa­
tional service as well,” says Dr. 
Trammel.
Because the veterinarian often 
must call IAPIC directly anyway, 
the center is primarily promoting 
the toll-free number for veterinar­
ian use. “We recommend that own­
ers immediately contact their vet­
erinarian if a poisoning is suspected 
(with any information about the 
suspected poisoning agent) and let 
him or her call us. It’s generally 
much more efficient for a veterinar­
ian to call the center after obtaining 
a thorough history,” Dr. Buck says. 
“As a result, doses for therapeutic 
drugs and measures to monitor the 
animal can be given directly to the 
practitioner, reducing the chances 
for serious error.”
Data from all the cases is com­
piled and published into the form of 
an annual report. However, trade 
product information is not released. 
Information about the number of 
calls and the time they came in is 
used for scheduling and staffing 
purposes. But the data also shows 
the frequency and characteristics 
of clinical signs of toxicosis from 
different compounds, often reveal­
ing a pattern of a syndrome.
Records also help determine the 
species most often affected by a 
particular toxicant, the primary 
source and route of toxicosis, and 
whether or not it occurred under 
appropriate or inappropriate use of 
a product as outlined in user in­
structions.
Together, LAPIC and the centers 
within NAPINet share information. 
They have access to the same treat­
ment recommendations and know 
about new products which may be 
causing problems to animals. The 
network, also led by Dr. Buck, 
publishes a newsletter to inform 
members of problem products and 
toxins and keep them up to date on 
happenings across the country. ■
For further information about 
IAPIC, contact Dr. Buck or Dr. 
Trammel at 217/333-2053.
Veterinary Medicine Open House Scheduled for April 7
ANIMAL HEALTH CARE techniques, specialized equipment at the veterinary 
hospital, and disease diagnosis are just a portion of what will be showcased 
at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine at Urbana on 
Saturday, April 7, 1990.
Co-chairpersons for the event (Lisa Graning, Gurnee, 111.; Mark Hall, Mon­
mouth, 111.; and Lorelei Hass, Sleepy Hollow, 111.; all third-year veterinary
students) are busy organizing for the 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Open House.
Sections of both the teaching and hospital facilities will be open to visitors. 
Veterinary students at the college will be available throughout the day to 
answer questions about the numerous displays and demonstrations which 
traditionally greet the public in the college’s hallways.
As in the past, popular exhibits such as the cow with the “window” in its 
side, mock surgery demonstrations, and exotic animal care demonstrations 
will be available for viewing. Other planned activities include pathology dem­
onstrations, a petting zoo for the younger set, a career booth to answer ques­
tions from the aspiring veterinarian, and much more. ■
For further information contact Tania Banak at 217/333-2907.
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College Briefs
•  Diane Sterchi, a veterinary re­
search specialist in histology with the 
Veterinary Biosciences Department, 
recently received the William J.
Hacker Memorial Award for a 
scientific paper she wrote. The award, 
which consists of $250 and a plaque, 
was presented during the 1989 
meeting of the National Society of 
Histotechnology (NSH).
Sterchi was chosen as recipient 
of the award by the NSH awards 
committee on the basis of her paper,
“A New Method for Preparation of 
Undecalcified Bone Sections.” The 
paper was judged as the best scien­
tific paper relating to non-clinical 
histology (i.e. veterinary, botanical, 
marine).
•  Gail C. Golab, a third year veteri­
nary student at the college, received 
an honorable mention for a proposal 
she entered in a national competition 
sponsored by the Dept, of Health and 
Human Services (HHS). The HHS 
Secretary’s Award for Innovations in 
Health is made available to students 
enrolled in health profession degree 
programs. Golab’s proposal was 
entitled “A Pet-Facilitated Companion­
ship Program for Inner-City 
Preadolescent Youths.”
•  Dr. Val R. Beasley, associate 
professor of toxicology in veterinary 
biosciences, presented a paper,
“Small Domestic Animals as Monitors 
of Environmental Contamination,” at 
the International Symposium on 
Environmental Pollution and Animal 
Populations in Pisa, Italy, October 
3-4, 1989.
He then continued on to Faisalabad, 
Pakistan, where he presented a 
seminar entitled “Studies on the 
Pathophysiology and Fate of Trichoth- 
ecene Mycotoxins” to the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at the University 
of Agriculture.
Dr. Beasley spent the remaining 
three weeks of October in the People’s 
Republic of China as a member of the 
team on Fungal Contaminants of 
Com and Associated Human and 
Animal Diseases in the 1989 USDA 
OICD/Chinese Ministry of Agricul­
ture, Scientific and Technical 
Cooperation Program. Severed 
agricultural and medical groups were 
visited including institutes in Beijing, 
Zhengzhou, Nanjing, and Shanghai. 
The emphasis of this trip was 
discussion of health problems in 
humans and animals related or 
potentially related to mycotoxins 
produced by Fusarium moniliforme, 
one of the most prevalent fungi 
causing ear and stalk rot in com.
•  Dr. Erwin Small, associate dean 
of alumni and public affairs, recently 
received the AAHA Midwest Region 
Award for outstanding service to the 
veterinary profession. The award, 
consisting of a plaque, was presented 
during the annual regional American 
Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) 
Midwest Region meeting held in 
Davenport, Iowa on November 16, 
1989.
Recipients of the award are selected 
by the AAHA membership. The award 
is given only when an appropriate 
candidate is available.
•  Dr. Brendan McKieman, associate 
professor and chief of small animal 
medicine in veterinary clinical 
medicine, participated in the 8th 
World Congress of the Comparative 
Respiratory Society at the University 
of Liege, Belgium, November 17-18, 
1989. Dr. McKieman founded the 
Society in 1978, served as its presi­
dent from 1978-1983, and still serves 
as the organization’s executive 
secretary.
He presented two posters during 
the Congress. The first was entitled 
“The Effect of COz on Tidal Breathing 
Flow-Volume Loops (TBFVL) in 
Conscious Cats.” The second was
called “Lung Resistance and Dynamic 
Compliance in Normal Cats.”
In addition to attending the 
Congress, Dr. McKieman visited the 
veterinary schools at Brussels, 
Belgium and at Utrecht, the 
Netherlands.
•  Dr. Wanda 
Haschek-Hock,
associate professor of 
veterinary pathobiol- 
ogy, was asked to 
lecture to the 
University of 
Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Canada 
Veterinary Pathology and Toxicology 
Group on November 30, 1989. She 
addressed the group on “Mechanisms 
of Blue-Green Algae Toxin (Microcys- 
tin LR) Hepatotoxicity.”
While in Canada, Dr. Haschek- 
Hock also met with Dr. Colin G. 
Rousseaux. They are co-editing a 
textbook entitled “Fundamentals of 
Toxicologic Pathology.”
•  Dr. Gale D. Taylor, Director of the 
Office of Laboratory Animal Care at 
the college, has been selected to chair 
the Institute of Laboratory Animal 
Resources (ILAR) Committee on Edu­
cation Programs in Laboratory Animal 
Science during the 1990 fiscal year.
According to the ILAR Council, the 
committee will prepare a standardized 
outline for a course in humane 
practices of animal care and use. 
Recently enacted federal laws 
mandate that institutions must 
establish educational programs for
personnel who use animals in 
research, testing and teaching. The 
course outline, along with an accom­
panying directory of audiovisual 
resources and a bibliography of 
classic and recent works that supple­
ment the topic covered, will help 
institutions comply with these laws.
Members of the committee include 
industry, veterinary school, medical 
school, and research representatives.
•  Dr. Virginia Ivens, professor 
emerita, VP, and co-author Dr. 
Norman Levine, professor emeritus, 
VP, revised their book “Principal 
Parasites of Domestic Animals in the 
United States: Biological and Diag­
nostic Information” for its second 
reprinting in February 1989. Since 
the original version in 1978, 11 
parasites have been added, two life 
cycles of parasites have been revised, 
and two parasites have been listed 
under additional definitive hosts.
•  “The Coccidian Parasites of 
Rodents,” a monograph by Drs. 
Norman D. Levine and Virginia R. 
Ivens, both retired from VP, was 
recently revised. CRC Press of Boca 
Raton, Florida agreed to handle the 
revision (minus plates) of the 1965 
original.
•  From January 9-20, 1990, Dr. 
Ibulaimu Kakoma. assistant profes­
sor of veterinary pathobiology, was in 
Uganda to lauch two collaborative 
research projects with Makerere 
University, Kampala. The projects, 
funded by USAID/Program of Science 
and Technology Corporation, will 
address theileriosis and babesiosis, 
two significant cattle diseases in 
Africa.
At Illinois, Dr. Kakoma, Dr. Gerald 
McLaughlin, and Dr. Stuart Shapiro
are the investigators on the projects. 
They are collaborating with Dr. 
Stephen Ssenyonga and Dr. George 
Kagonyera of Makerere University and 
Uganda’s Ministry of Animal Industry. 
While laying the plans for initiation of 
the projects at Makerere, Dr. Kakoma 
also visited various research institu­
tions in Uganda to identify ways In 
which they could participate in the 
research.
•  Dr. H. Fred Troutt, professor and 
head of veterinary clinical medicine at 
the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine, and Dr. John 
Woods, coordinator of international 
programs at the college, visited 
Uganda and Kenya between January 
11-25, 1990.
In Uganda, they met with Makerere 
University and Ministry of Animal 
Industry officials. Prof. Stephen 
Ssenyonga, of Makerere University 
in Kampala, was their host.
At Nairobi, the team met with 
donor agencies (World Bank, USAID, 
UNDP, and the Kenya Agriculture 
Research Institute). They also spent a 
day at Egerton University, Njoro, 
Kenya to discuss the development of 
collaborative research programs with 
senior officials there.
•  Dr. Gary Koritz, professor of 
pharmacology/toxicology in veterinary 
biosciences, is serving a six-month 
sabbatical as a visiting scientist at the 
Food and Drug Administration,
Center for Veterinary Medicine in 
Rockville, Maryland. From January to 
June 1990, he will study the incorpo­
ration of pharmacokinetic concepts 
into the new animal drug evaluation 
process and the development of 
guidelines concerning the investiga­
tion of new animal drugs both in the 
United States and in Europe.
•  Dr. David Schaeffer,
senior research 
toxicologist in 
veterinary bio­
sciences, will discuss 
“Composite Sampling 
and Hot Spot Identifi­
cation” during a 
February 21-22 
Workshop on Superfund Hazardous 
Waste Site Characterization in 
Arlington, Virginia. The workshop is 
designed to give personnel involved 
with Superfund site characterization 
and remediation work a basis for 
determining accuracy and precision 
while maintaining cost effectiveness.
Dr. Schaeffer and others in his 
section of talks will give an overview 
of the techniques and applications of 
composite sampling to get a general 
idea of the status of a site. They will 
also cover ways to identify hot spots, 
or individual samples that exceed a 
certain level.
•  Dr. Lloyd Helper, professor of 
veterinary clinical medicine in 
ophthalmology and associate dean of 
academic affairs, was installed as 
chairman of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association’s Advisory Board 
for Veterinary Specialists during the 
association’s March 5-6 meeting in 
Schaumburg, 111. He will serve for 
1990-91.
Dr. Helper represents the 
American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists on that board. The 
board serves as liaison between the 
AVMA and the organizations of board 
certified veterinarians. It also advises 
on the formation of new specialty 
colleges and boards. There are 
currently 16 national veterinary 
specialty boards.
•  Dr. David Schaeffer, senior 
research toxicologist in veterinary 
biosciences, and Dr. Rex Hess, 
assistant professor of veterinary 
biosciences, were invited to 
participate in the Symposium of 
Environment and Human Health at 
the University of Ulm, in Ulm, West 
Germany, on March 5-8, 1990.
They and other speakers covered 
monitoring of global pollutants, 
problems concerned with epidemiol­
ogical studies of human populations, 
methods to establish a global commu­
nications network for exchange of 
data, and development of a practical 
pollutant monitoring device for global 
use.
^  •  Dr- Robert
D. Mumane, an
assistant professor 
1 ~ Ww of veterinary
pathobiology,
'• 'J r  recently passed the
board certification 
examinations in vet­
erinary pathology, 
making him a Diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary 
Pathology.
Board certification in pathology 
requires at least four years of training 
subsequent to obtaining a DVM 
degree, at least three of which must 
be in the field of pathology. Candi­
dates for certification must then pass 
all four sections of a stringent 
examination.
Dr. Mumane received his DVM 
degree in 1985 from the University of 
California at Davis. He completed a 
PhD degree in veterinary science from 
Washington State University, Pull­
man, in 1989, at which point he ac­
cepted his current position at the 
University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine.
His research at Illinois will be in 
animal models of human genetic 
diseases.
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)Illinois Emphasizes Swine Health
BECAUSE ILLINOIS is the second largest swine producing state in the nation and because a strong swine program is already established at the college, it emerged as the natural choice for the swine production 
medicine program. Access to large swine herds within easily accessible 
distances is a distinct advantage for students at Illinois.
“Our goal is to establish a program that provides dynamic teaching, 
research, and service components which foster the efficient, humane 
production of wholesome food products by the swine industry,” notes 
Dr. Troutt.
Illinois’ expanded swine program will focus on increased economic and 
biologic efficiency in animal health delivery. Production inefficiencies will 
be addressed via databases that incorporate biological, production, and 
financial data. It is anticipated that involvement of relevant faculty from 
the College of Agriculture will permit a comprehensive and effective 
response to problems of the swine industry.
Building on the existing comprehensive clinical swine program, a 
unique postgraduate educational program (IFAMS) is available to veteri­
narians interested in swine. IFAMS is designed to provide swine produc­
tion medicine veterinarians for allied swine industries, a strong outreach 
program to the swine industry, and strong basic research programs in 
swine disease.
Swine researchers at the college will collaborate with other disciplines at 
the university to study food safety concerns. Utilizing its excellent support 
laboratory facilities and computer capabilities, the swine production medi­
cine unit will incorporate the production environment into risk assessment 
models and hazard analysis critical control point (HACCP) models. ■
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